g6              The   Romantic
''Don't you? Well there is no reason why you
should."
Mamachen accepted this rebuff as a challenge.
After all, thought Lisa, there are moments when
you can count absolutely on Mamachen.
"I was aware/' she was saying, "of the Macdonald
and even of the Maclean*' (why, wondered Lisa idly,
insult the Maclean with an "even"). "I had never
heard of the Hyslop."
"Naturally not. There is no 4the* Hyslop/1
"But you said that he was coming to stay/*
"I didn't mean no Hyslop. I meant no the
Hyslop."
"You said the Hyslop."
Cuthbert was trying to be patient*
"What I meant/' he said, "was the Hyslop/'
Mamachen had the merits of her generation. She
was tenacious and she was indefatigable. "I am
sorry," she said, "these English names confuse me.
Who is Mr. Hyslop?"
Lisa noticed that Cuthbert seemed a little be-
wildered. He had lost his place in the conversation.
"You have perhaps never read his book on
Thibet,"
Both Lisa and the Countess felt like shipwrecked
people seeing a sail
But, to do the Countess justice, she was never
bewildered.